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International Student Volunteers UW-Madison

KICK OFF MEETING
September 11th 2006

Welcome! 

Distinction between ISV, Inc. and ISV UW-Madison 
International Student Volunteers Inc. is an organization that focuses on giving University students the opportunity to volunteer abroad. They offer programs in the summer months to countries such as Costa Rica, The Dominican Republic, Thailand, Ecuador, Australia, New Zealand, Romania and more. A group of fellow ISV, Inc. volunteers came back to UW from one of their summer experiences and decided they wanted to bring ISV’s main themes – conservation awareness and community development – to a local level in the Madison community.  Hence, the beginning of ISV UW-Madison. Over its starting years ISV has brought a multitude of opportunities to students on campus - helping at daycare and community centers, organizing blood drives, promoting conservation projects, dealing blackjack, camping and many others. As a campus club we strive to bring our classmates these opportunities so you can see for yourself the strengthening of  communities, the making of lasting friendships, and the amazing results that can be achieved when people come together to work collectively as a team.  

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities 
· Willy Street Fair – This event is coming up soon (as in this weekend)! We had sign up sheets at the meeting and as a group are registered for a shift Sunday evening. However, there are also available time slots all day Saturday if you are interested. 

· Wexford Ridge – This is an event we have been participating in weekly over the past few years. It is usually during Friday afternoons and involves volunteering with an after school program in which majority of the kids are in the 3rd through 5th grade. Plan for arts and crafts, studies, talent shows and more!
· Neighborhood House – This is also a weekly event but more flexible in terms of what day of the week. We are currently taking a poll as to what days work best for people in the club and trying to organize a set time and weekday in which we can go as a group. It is usually from 3-6pm. If you are interested please let us know what day of the week works best for you!
· Preschools of Hope – This involves a semester commitment but for a very worthy cause. Plan to hear more about it from us in the near future.

· Eagle Heights – This is the residential area at the end of the 80 Bus Line that runs on campus. It is primarily grad student housing. We usually volunteer with them once a month when they are having their community meetings and look after the children while the adults chat policies. They provide dinner as incentive, usually delicious pizza (yum yum ()!
There are other events we participate in annually/bi-annually. We will inform you of the descriptions/dates/times of these events as they come up. Examples include:
~Restoration in the Arboretum

~Habitat for Humanity

      ~Blood Drives

      ~The Polar Plunge

      ~And MORE!
NOTE: if you have ANY interest in attending or being added to the e-mail list for any of these events please contact Catherine @ cmoore1@wisc.edu or Bridget @ bkmcdonald@wisc.edu  
Alternate Spring Break 
We are planning on setting up an alternate spring break trip for the spring semester. As of now we trying narrow down the location and the type of project we would like to work on. PLEASE let us know if you have a desire to go to a particular place or work a specific kind of project. We are all ears and LOVE participation from our members. Suggestions are MORE than welcome (

Fundraising 
There are lots of things we are continually funding for (our club, alternate breaks, social events, etc.) We do so through pizza sales, cup sales, and blackjack dealing through "It’s Your Party". If you have any other ideas or experience with fundraising let us know…and if you are interested in helping us raise money stay posted as we’ll inform you of upcoming opportunities as soon as we hear.
 

Social Aspects
We aren’t just all work and no play! Our volunteer events area great way to get to know people and make new friends, but we also provide this opportunity through social events such as Rock Climbing, Camping, Skiing, Movie Nights, Dinners, and more. We’ll surprise you as they come up, but please come join us and we promise we’ll show you a good time (

Wrapping Up 

Active Involvement – We have no requirements in regards to volunteer hours, social events, and meeting attendance…we know your schedules get busy so when you have an exam, a friend to see, a dinner to make, we won’t hunt you down as ask where you were. However, we like to see people participate! And, when spots get filled and demand increases the number of space we have for events (such as the Alternative Spring Break) preference goes to those who have been actively participating.
Secretary position – As of now we have a secretary position available on staff.  It involves attendance at staff and group meetings and the recording of the minutes. You’ll have to opportunity to work with other enthusiastic staff members and also boost your resume with experience in a leadership position. 
If you are interested please send an e-mail to ISV.UWMadison@gmail.com with the word “secretary position” in the subject line. Please also include a brief statement including why you are interested.
Closing 
That’s it for this week. Please come to our next meeting on:
 Monday September the 25th @ 8:30PM in Mezz A/B of the Red Gym  
We hope to see you there!

Feel free to e-mail us anytime @ ISV.UWMadison@gmail.com with questions.
